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Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
‘Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance. ‘  - Will Durant

Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Welcome to our latest edition of the newsletter.  The last half-term 
has certainly been an exciting time at the Academy with a wide 
variety of events and opportunities for students to be involved in.

One of the most interesting events reported in this edition was 
the Art and DT trip to Berlin.  We believe that travel broadens the 
mind, and we are always seeking opportunities to take students 
to different destinations.  The generosity of the Stowe Youth Trust 
enabled students studying GCSE and A Level DT and Art to visit 
Berlin, a city renowned for having the highest number of museums 
in Europe.  Students explored the art treasures of the city and then 
had the opportunity to begin the process of creating their own 
work.  This was continued in school and has resulted in some high-
quality pieces which contribute to the coursework submitted by the 
students for examination.

Another great opportunity was the celebration of World Maths Day 
in March which involved students throughout the school developing 
their Maths skills and participating in competitions such as the 
reciting of Pi to a large number of decimal places.

We have also enjoyed many engaging performances from the 
Performing Arts department including the Spring Dance Show 
and the Year 11 GCSE Drama productions.  Such performances 
add colour, depth and warmth to the life of the school and allow 
students to develop their confidence and performance skills in front 
of real audiences.

Lastly, we are very pleased to recognise the achievement of one of 
our Sixth Form students, Jade Thomas, who was given the Deputy 
Lieutenant Award which recognises her exceptional service as an 
Army cadet.  The leadership and commitment demonstrated by 
Jade, both in and outside of school, is a fine example to all members 
of the academy community.

Wishing you a restful half-term and good luck to students in their 
remaining exams.

Best wishes, 
Oli Tomlinson 



Art & DT 

During Easter half-term, a group of Art and Design 

Technology students had the amazing opportunity to 

visit Berlin for four days and experience in real life the 

cultural movements and themes they’ve studied in class.  

The trip was funded by the Stowe Youth Trust, in memory 

of Dicky McDougall and gave our GCSE and A-Level 

students an invaluable chance to explore the artistic and 

cultural heritage of an ever changing city.

This unique opportunity enabled them to view great 

historical and contemporary artworks at first hand.  

The students visited Berlin’s New National Gallery, 

the Martin Gropius Bau Museum, the Kathe Kollwitz 

Museum and many more cultural attractions.  Whilst 

enjoying guided tours through some of the prestigious 

museums, students were able to sketch from artworks 

and to gather ideas for future projects.

PA students also experienced an alternative walking 

tour, where they had the opportunity to learn more 

about the Berlin contemporary culture and to explore 

the wealth of street art that adorns the entire city 

and contributes to the its ever changing landscape.   

Students enjoyed attending a workshop where they 

were able to experiment with new materials and to 

create contemporary artworks of their own!

As a site of great importance throughout European 

history, the students took full advantage of the 

opportunity to explore the city’s vast history and visited 

Art and DT Visit to Berlin 
GCSE and A Level students learnt about the theme of conflict in a cultural Berlin



The Maths department celebrated World Maths day on 
12th March 2014 and Pi (π) Day on 14th March 2014. 

The department wore Maths t-shirts with pride, showing 
their favourite numbers on the back and there were 
various events planned throughout the two days for the 
students to take part in.  

Celebrating Maths

From the moment students arrived in the morning, 
they were eager to complete questions for the treasure 
hunt and win the competition by finding the teachers                                                                                                                                         
to sign their sheet as quickly as possible.  The Year 7 
classes enjoyed a lesson on famous mathematicians 
from over 2000 years ago to present day, and the Year 9 
classes were able to replicate the Maths skills required in 
a financial market scenario of buying and selling in order 
to make profit. 
The top 15 Year 7 timestable achievers took part in 
the Final of the Timetables Rockstars competition to 
endeavour to win the crown of ‘Ultimate Timestable 
Rock Legend’.   The two days culminated in a challenge to 
learn and recite Pi to the most decimal places, with some 
students reciting Pi to over 200 decimal places, and in 
particular, Drit amazing us all by reciting in both English 
and Spanish. 
A very well done to everyone who participated and 
congratulations to the winners:

Treasure Hunt – Holly Tormey, Year 9

Timestable Rockstar - Shihab Ahmed, Year 7

Reciting and Memorising π
Champion - Nabihah Khanom, Year 7 (276 decimal places)
2nd place - Drit Muhaxheri, Year 7 (223 decimal places in 
English and Spanish)

the Brandenburg Gate - the memorial to the murdered 

Jews, the Reichstag - the German Parliament and the 

remains of the Berlin Wall.  The students explored the 

cultural history of the city with as much intrigue and 

respect as they showed for the artworks that they 

explored.

Upon their return to the UK, the Art & DT students have 

begun work on a project, in which they must contextualise 

the notion of conflict through the exploration of culture, 

art and design in Berlin.  This project will culminate in 

an exhibition of the exciting work produced as a result 

of the investigations, discussions and personal artistic 

responses that would not have been possible without 

this phenomenal trip - “the best trip ever” to cite one of 

the students.

Continued from P2  ‘ Art and DT Visit to Berlin’  



representative in the Westminster Borough) read the 

citations and presented the prestigious awards.

Cadet Corporal Jade Thomas’s citation reads: ‘Cadet 

Corporal Jade Thomas joined the detachment not long 

after it first opened, coming as a shy girl but enthusiastic 

to learn.  Since then, Cadet Corporal Thomas has gone 

from strength to strength putting herself forward and 

attending various camps such as Easter camp in Wales, 

First Aid camp and Annual camp as well as Company 

weekends, parades (Remembrance and Lord Mayors 

Show). She is always at the top of the list of volunteers 

for various community projects, including collecting for 

the Royal British Legion.’

Cadet Corporal Thomas is an integral member of the 

unit, commanding one of the unit sections and has 

enthusiastically taken to the role as training NCO.  On 

her own initiative, she has recently taken on the role of 

school/cadet liaison, so as well as her school work and 

duties as a prefect she interacts with various school staff 

to arrange recruitment drives as well as confirming that 

there will always be sufficient and suitable locations 

within the school to train. 

This assistance with the school as well her normal Cadet 

duties is always performed with a smile, a friendly 

word but always with a steely determination. This 

determination and commitment to the unit is second to 

none as is her enthusiasm to the Army Cadet Force in 

general.

Before departing the Lord Mayor and Deputy Lieutenant 

treated cadets and guests to a very special viewing of the 

Ceremonial Mace of Westminster.

Community achievement

Jade Thomas - Top Army Cadet

PA student receives top award to recognise exceptional service and dedication
Paddington Academy student Jade Thomas, received on 

Thursday 1st May at City Hall in Westminster the Deputy 

Lieutenant Award in the presence of the Lord Mayor of 

Westminster, Councillor Sarah Richardson. 

The award is made to cadets recognising exceptional 

service, dedication and an extraordinary level of 

achievement in the cadet movement.  Only 60 are made 

to London’s 4,500 Army Cadets each year.

In her welcoming remarks The Lord Mayor congratulated 

those Army Cadets receiving awards and recognised the 

contribution of uniformed organisations.  Representative 

Deputy Lieutenant Dr Paul Knapman DL (HM Queen’s 



Performing Arts

This term PA’s dance students impressed colleagues, 
staff and parents at the Academy’s annual Spring Dance 
Show. 

Performances showcased the work of the Academy’s 
talented and dynamic dance students.  All students have 
been rehearsing intensively since January attending 
rehearsals after school and sometimes even during 
weekends.  

The show was a tremendous success and comprised 
a whole variety of dance styles that included ballet, 
kathak, jazz, hip-hop and contemporary; all mastered 
exceptionally well by all students.

The Spring Show was also an opportunity for the 
Academy’s new dance companies to make their debut. 
The RAW Boys Company and SWIFT Girls Company 
enjoyed rapturous applauses after much hard work and 
preparation since January.  If you would like to join them 
in rehearsals and future performances come and get 
involved - RAW meets every Tuesday afterschool; SWIFT 
meets every Friday after school.

Year 11 BTEC Dance students performed in their final 
dance show at PA; this was an emotional experience for 
all dancers, who have dedicated their heart and soul to 
dance over the past five years.  Students created some 
exceptional performance pieces that mirrored perfectly 
their achievement, talent and dedication over the years.

The show culminated in a finale ensemble dance titled  
‘5, 6, 7, 8!’ that exhibited KS4 students’ jazz skills.    

Superb Spring Dance Show

The soundtrack from ‘Chicago’ coupled with the white 
shirts and black bow ties gave a real arty-vintage-cabaret 
feel to the number.

The students showed resilience and high levels 
of motivation in overcoming nervousness about 
performing something new to them; all performances 
were outstanding and we cannot wait for the next show 
to come.  We can’t wait for the next show in the summer.



21st May - Tristram Hunt MP, the Shadow Education 
Secretary, visited PA and paid a visit to the Year 9 
Geographers.

This term in briefOutward Bound Leadership Trip
During the Spring half-term, PA students went on a five 
days leadership course at Outward Bound Centre in 
Aberdovey, Wales.  

The programme is usually aimed at 6th Form students, but this 
year they were joined by Year 9 students, who were offered 
the course as a reward for their exceptional achievements. 

This time around, the students were pleased to see the 
sun shining and the temperature rising - last year the 
students endured minus 4 degrees and snow during the 
same week. 

Highlights of the stay included  a jog and dip which 
involved all the students and staff in an icebreaker 
exercise,  a jetty jump, a challenging boat swim,  a 
gorge walk, climbing walls, high trapeze;  all the activies 
required the groups to work in teams.  

Students also took part in an overnight expedition, where 
they spend a night under stars - this was an excercise 
aimed to get them out of their comfort zones and accept 
help from the group.  All students pushed themselves 
during the week and were proud of their achievements. 

13th May - PA Photographers enjoyed inside tips from 
top photographer, Emily Ainsworth from National 
Geographic Magazine.

23rd May - Paddington Academy students support the 
efforts to free the girls of Chibok, Nigeria.  Hundreds of 
signatures have been collected for this cause.

22nd May - Year 8 Scientists had visitors from St George’s 
University of London to teach them the power of 
medicine.



The Year 11 GCSE Drama students wowed audiences 
with two evenings of theatre, showcasing their talents 
and application  in a range of 20th century drama.

The shows, worth 40% of their final GCSE grade,  were 
examined by a visiting examiner and then performed to 
a mesmerised audience.

Stolen Secrets by Fin Kennedy, set in the heart of 
the East End of London unveils the city’s  hidden urban 
secrets. Zoe Copeland, Tyra Dixon, Jahida Begum, Mary Abkir 
and Valentine Attew performed these challenging and heart 
breaking pieces of theatre with remarkable aplomb. 

Yasmin Mahmoud, Egzona Jaha, Angel Nkruma Osei, 
Jennifer Furtado, Mariam Sharif and Rahma Abu 
Bakar tells the story of a family in a fabric shop in The 
Unravelling, also written by Fin Kennedy.    

In The Unravelling, Yasmin Mahmoud, Egzona Jaha, 
Angel Nkruma Osei, Jennifer Furtado, Mariam Sharif and 
Rahma Abu Bakar tell the story of a family in a fabric 

Performing Arts 

GCSE Drama 

shop.  The dying mother challenges her daughters to 
weave her the greatest tale, using nothing more than 
pieces of cloth. The ladies gave some heart-warming 
performances, really bringing the life the bond that is 
forged between the mother and her daughters.

Yehya Hawila, Ronaldo Wray, Heather Williams, Degan 
Diriye and Ayah El Dakal took on the challenge of Mike 
Leigh’s Abigail’s Party. The students were absolutely 
superb, and had the audience in fits of laughter.

Sparkleshark by Philip Ridley tells the story of  
fourteen-year-old Jake, the classroom ‘geek’, who takes 
refuge on the roof of a tower block in order to write his 
stories.  Before long other young people join him and the 
taunting begins.  Although at first he endeavours to hide 
he learns to fight back.  Arbnor Haliti, Menal Chentouf, 
Hatim El-Harrak, Abdulrahman Morad, Tilal Mohamed, 
Monica Paz, Sariya Foster Collymore, Chachrist Rimaor 
and Tayari Bedeau Wallace told this magical tale with 
humour and emotion…



How Wise Is Your Child’s Attendance?

Requests for Absence 

Requests for absence  for the purpose of a holiday or 
leave during term-time are granted only in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Application forms must be completed at least three 
weeks prior to dates requested and should be submitted 
with supporting evidence. 

Additionally only one day will be authorised at a time 
for religious observance. This  includes the Islamic Eid, as 
well as religious observance days Orthodox Christianity, 
Judaism and other faiths. 

Any further absence would be considered unauthorised. 
Should you decide to take your child/children out of 
school without authorisation you may be subject to a 
Penalty Notice issued by the Local Authority on your 
return - currently  £60 per child.

Gold Your child’s attendance is above 97%. They are 
absent less than six days in the school year. They are 
“WISED UP” on attendance. As well as being an excellent 
attender they will almost certainly achieve the best 
grades for their ability, giving them real opportunities in 
further education and the world of work.

Silver Your child’s attendance is 95% plus. They are 
absent less than 10 days in the school year. We know 
they are “WISE” regarding attendance. They are likely to 
achieve grades that will give them real opportunities to 
continue their studies and in the world of work.

Bronze Your child’s attendance is 90 – 95 %. They are 
missing up to 20 days school each year. A full month lost! 
We think they “SHOULD BE WISER!” Their absence will 
make it difficult for them to achieve their best.

Red Your child’s attendance is between 80 – 90%. They 
are missing up to 40 days in the school year! EIGHT 
WEEKS!  They “NEED TO WISE UP”! They are missing so 
much time from school that it will be difficult for them to 
keep up with lessons or work.

WISE UP! Your child’s attendance is below 80%. You 
need to “WISE UP and TAKE ACTION NOW”! They are 
missing so much time from school that it will be almost 
impossible for them to keep in touch with lessons or work!

Evaluation guidance 

Term and Holiday Dates 2014|15
Term 1
Wednesday 3rd September 2014 – Friday 24th October 2014
INSET 1st & 2nd September 2014 (no school for students)

Term 2
Monday 3rd November 2014 – Friday 19th December 2014
Friday 28 November 2014 – school closed
Friday 19th December – Parents Morning (9am-12pm) 

Term 3
Tuesday 6th January 2015 – Friday 13th February 2015
INSET Monday 5th January 2015

Term 4
Monday 23rd February 2015 – Thursday 2nd April 2015
Wednesday 1st April 2015 – Parents Evening (4:30pm-6:30pm)
Thursday 2nd April 2015 – Parents morning (9am-12pm) 
Easter Holidays Tuesday 7th April 2015 – Friday 17th April 2015

Term 5
Tuesday 21st April 2015 – Friday 22nd May 2015
INSET Monday 20th April (no school for students)
Bank Holiday Monday 4th May
Half Term Monday 25th May 2015 – Friday 29th May 2015

Term 6
Monday 1st June 2015 –Friday 17th July 2015
Thursday 2nd July 2015 – Parents Evening (4:30pm-7:30pm)
End of term Friday 17th July

Term 6:  Monday 2 June 2014 - Friday 18 July 2014 
(school ends at 1:00pm) | Parents Evening Thursday 10 
July 2014 (4:30pm-7:30pm)

The ‘Wow-Factor’ of the Term
Principal Mrs Tomlinson at No10 with the PM representing 
PA at a celebration of state education!


